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CORRESPONDENCE. 


CREATION—DEITY. 

Mr. Editor—Notwithstanding “ Q. X.” and “* Clytus” have given “E. 
L. Jr.” a few puzzlers, as he addresses himself particularly to E. M., I 
have thought proper to offer a more particular reply :—He assumes “‘that 
the. world, with all the things therein, was created by an intelligent being ;”’ 
and “* to support his position, takes the motion of the earth m its yearly 
circuit round the sun, as shewing intelligence and design in the highest 
degree.”” ‘This intelligence and design seems to have its protoplast in 
our Own imagination. It must not be forgotten, that when the system 
of ptolemy was the reigning system, the motion then ignorantly sup-~ 
posed to take place, absurd as it may now appear, was deemed the most 

werful testimony that could be adduced in evidence of supreme intel- 
igence and design. This notion, rendered sacred by religion, caused 
the plain and simple doctrine of Pythagoras to be rejected ; and after it 
had been revived by Copernicus, Galileo was obliged to renounce it as 
‘ta damnable heresy,” merely because the advocates of God’s ingenuity 
supposed it detracted from the perfection of design and intelligence, gra- 
tuitously attributed to him, in having regulated these affairs aceording to 
the axioms of omniscience. 

*‘ Suppose the earth,” says E. L. Jr., ‘‘ was continually in the same 
position, in regard to the poles, what would become of the seasons? How 
beautifully are they adapted to the necessities and happiness of man !” 
The earth has performed its annual routine for thousands of years ; and 
man is but the insect of an hour: would it not then be more consistent 
with the order of facts, and the nature of things, to exclaim, how habit- 
ually do we become adapted to the situation in which we are placed, 
whether seasonable or unseasonable ? Even, according to E. L. Jr's. 
cosmogony, the world and all things being created, and pronounced good 
—very good—God says to himself, *‘ let us make man to have dominion, 
to dress the ground,” &c. conforming him, of course, to his previous 
plans. [I imagine, if it had not been for this bungling bible account, 
there would not have been at this time of philosophical acquisition, a 
question about intelligence and design, for we should scarcely have had 
even a hypothetical beliefin a God. 
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E. L. Jr. farther says, “without this pleasing variety (of seasons) 
what a monotonous round would life be! in this, is not both design and 
intelligence discoverable ?” Without the pleasing variety of animal and 
vegetable food, what a simple diet would satisfy our appetites! In this 
is not design and intelligence equally discoverable? Leaving for phy- 
siologists to determine whether man is carnivorous, herbivorous, or hog- 
like, omnivorous, I infer that mankind might have subsisted happily on 
one kind of food if others had been unknown, from the factthat families 
and large classes live wholly on one kind, without change of health or 
enjoyment. Leaving, also, for poets to fancy an invariable elime, the 
summum bonum of terrestrial paradise, | ask no more than the admission 
that our globe would be inhabited only in the inhabitable parts, if cir- 
cumstances of temperature excluded the sp:cies from the torrid and fri- 
gid zones. E. L. Jr. willrecollect it has been (perhaps wildly) conjec- 
tured, that sudden changes of season has introduced most of the diseases, 
to which poor human nature is heir, and that countries least liable to ex- 
treme variations, are really most healthy and most conducive to length of 
days. Suppose the sun had been permanently vertical, is it probable the 
earth would be less bountiful, that ‘‘ it would bake, scorch, take fire and 
be destroyed ?” Or would as now the greater dews, more frequent rains, 
and refreshing breezes, render the equatorial regions, as the torrid zone 
is at present, the most fruitful and luxuriant in the world? witness those 
parts of America, Asia, &c. Is it probable the cold at the poles would 
be more intense ; or admitting it would, is it probable that degree of in- 
tensity would be more intolerable than the present astonishing alterna- 
tions of cold and heat? But, speculation aside, is it not demonstrable, 
that the earth in its annual journey, describes the identical track which 
matter dictates, and that omnipotent intelligence (on your own theory) can 
not alter it, unless it is capable of performing contraries at the same time. 

if E. L. Jr. examines, he will find I have not professed to understand 
in what way the worlds were disposed as they are—I have only given 
the preference of greater probability, to the hypothesis of inconceiv- 
able eruptions over the absurdity of soliloquy. ‘This method of arrange- 
ment, has numbered among its supporters, some of the wisest of the an- 
cients, and modern times has been honoured with the countenance of 
such men as Buffon, Herschel, Hutton, Playfair and Hall, and has not 
been thought unworthy of consideration by Mr. Good, who is as much 
of a philosopher as his religion would suffer him to be. 

With respect tothe origin of man, E. L. Jr. thinks “ according to my 
reasoning, the same process which took place then (in the beginning) 
must continue (to take place) in precisely the same manner, or else the laws 
must change”—He then asks who could change them, and triumphant- 
ly apostrophizes upon the omnipotence of his doubtful deity. The part 
in italics seems intended for a quotation from my former fetter, but he 
has certainly mistook me :—The proposition is exclusively bis own, and 
appears very clear, but I am unable to find its bearing. WhatI have 
said is, that human beings must have been, and are now produced accord- 
ing to some invariable laws—-that however they may have been, or are pro- 
duced, (even supposing they were created) the transformation from inani- 
mate, to animate matter, the act by which they became living souls, 
must have taken place then, and ever since then, in precisely the same 
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inatiner ; that the vital principle must have been evolved, acquired, of 
communicated in the same way—‘‘ that the human family possess the 
power of propagating their species will not be questioned ;”—but, that 
- this fact necessarily supposes the existence of an omnipotent creator, i 
.,denied—it is only a proof of the aptitude of material substances to gene- 
rate organized beings. I beg, however, to be excused from telling E. 
L. Jr. how Mr. Adam and Mrs. Eve came here ; but if he has, indeed, 
discovered that mind—pure, impalpable mind—created matter and man, 
he is, perhaps, aware that he may be the first to suggest a theory by which 
things spiritual produce things substantive, by operating on nonentities. 
I ain used to believing this “is placing the vehicle antecedent to the 
team,’’ and that intelligence i is the result of a peculiar organization, of 
that it is one of the properties of matter. 
E. L. Jr. thinks I have fallen into a great paradox, in *®upposing the 
earth was “ created without a creator,” ‘* a contrivance without a contri- 
ver;” this is bis mistake, as | have not supposed any such thing. I 


imagine the ‘* worse” than paradox is on his own side in supposing @ 
creator, “‘ when that supposition is constantly demonstrated to be false,” 

by the fact, that out of nothing, nothing could be created, which remains 
to be disproved ; and no being can be considered a creator independent 
of his works. Matter and mind have their ‘‘ laws” of action, and is it 
not as just to infer, that witchcraft implies the existence of witches, or 
that any word implies a substantial representative directly agsociated 


with it, as that the term “lat, imphes a law maker.” 

Whatever life may be—whether it is something “ breathed into us” 
by an unbreathing “ spirit,” which 1 cannot believe ; whether it is a pro- 
perty $f matter, which [ think probable; or whether it is a necessary 
state of its existence, which appears very certain, it is not at all doubted 
that the whole animal economy depends upon it—of course, we must be 
indebted to it for the ‘‘ admirable construction” of the eye, ear, and hand 
—that a being, such as God is represented, should through neglect or 
mistake, in the formation of any thing, defeat its object; or that. any 
thing should thwart his omuipotence, is ridiculous: yet we find, that an 
unusual direction, or a slight excess or defect in the operation of the 
vital principle, forms what, in relation to its object, (sight or hearing) 
we must consider an unnatural defect ; but independent of any designed 
end, itis a necessary result of its cause—the whole process of sight as 
far as we can trace it, is material, if not mechanical—the light passing 
through that beautiful “ optical instrument” to the brain, genetates a 
specific idea by a modification, for aught we know, in some degree anal- 
agous to the changes operated on the ‘blood in elandular secretions. 

Communications of this kind may be among those E. L. Jr. “‘de- 
precates ;’’ but I am convinced it is best to strike at the root, or rather 
the author of every evil; and while we deceive ourselves with the idea 
of a supernatural agent, to whom we attribute particular designs in our 
creation, whom we must worship, andto whom we consider ourselves 
accountable ; each one supposing he understands those designs, and acts 
according to them, will certainly consider himself a favorite, and all who 
interpret God’s will differently, offend against the supremacy of hea- 
ven; and the will of God will always correspond with the interest or 
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prejudice of the interpreter, who, if he possess the power, will exert it 
on God’s behalf, against the delinquent: for this reason, it is dangerous 
in Catholic countries, to speak disrespectfully of the trinity, and a host of 
demi-deities, as the virgin and the whole list of saints. Under Protestant 
governments a man is liable to prosecution on as many points as there 
are divine personages ; for instance, he may sin against God, Christ and 
the Holy Ghost; and in this, our boasted land of freedom, a deist, 
though a virtuous citizen, dare not avow his belief in the face of a judicial 
tribunal, if he would shrink from the inability or incompetency the oracles 
of the law imposed upon his faith: and it is greatly to be feared, tiat 
very deist, when public opinion shall exempt him from the injustice of 
the law, will yet attempt to manacle the mind, and subject to legalized 
extortion the property of the horiest atheist, with whom there can be no 
such crime as blasphemy. E. M. 


E. L. Jr.—I consider your opinions honest and sincere; my own I 
know are. As such, yours are entitled to my respect, and however at va- 
riance with mine, I have no privilege to charge you with writing non- 
sense. I wish to reason with you as I would with my nearest friend, un- 
der similar circumstances, and to cease when we cannot succeed in hav- 
ing our discussions characterized by good nature. 

You think there must have been a contriver ; first to produce and set 
in motion “ the first pair, the wonderful pieces of mechanism, the won- 
derful effects which are constantly looking us in the face,”’.and which 
are always perceptible to our senses. Without again urging the unre- 
futed objection against this contrivers being self-contrived, we will ob- 
serve, that all can ask, how or why these things are so? But who can 
answer? And because we cannot answer, shall we perplex ourselves 
with a maze of conjectures about a supernatural agency, still more inex- 
plicable than the difficulty we desire to solve? It seems to me far more 
rational, to conclude that the constant circumvolutions of the various 
planets, the perpetual successive generations of the inhabitants and pro- 
ductions of the earth of every species, should have eternally existed as we 
continually see them, than to fancy an indescribable something, which 
is forever completely indiscernible, and thus render ourselves liable to 
be called upon for an explanation of this ideal invention; and is it not 
*‘ sublimely ridiculous” to attribute qualities to this phantom of the brain, 
like the ancient personification of time, the passions, &c.? Must we be- 
lieve because we do not know? Does our inability to “ scan the deity,” 
or “fathom the almighty,” furnish reason for believing that there is such 
a being? Because the means by which a thing is moved are unkuown 
or incomprehensible to us, must we suppose them to be miraculous, as a 
savage would think of a clock ? 

To induce an admission that an intelligent being created the first pair 
of mortals, it might be important in your hypothesis, to retrace authen- 
tic history, to exhibit some kind of a ratio in which the population of 
the world has increased from the first two solitary individuals, to our pre- 
sent prodigious estimation of eight hundred millions; or at least to show 
how we can ascertain that one globe was ever less populous, or less 
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abundantly stocked, than we find it at the present day. If, in compliance 
with your requisition, we admit the existence of an almighty creator, we 
are immediately led to the reflection, that to such a being, creating the 
universe, aid filling it with unalloyed happiness, were “equally easy. 
‘That grievous evils prevail, is indisputable ; and of course he must be the 
author of them. If he could not avoid them, is he omnipotent? If he 
could but would not, is he benevolent? In either case, you may ack~- 
nowledge and adore such a deity, but I cannot without farther convic- 
tion. Under these i impressions, it certainly requires a greater stretch of 
faith than | can command, to acquiesce in the point you urge. 
Ciytvs. 


. 


Dover, N. H., Nov., 1828. 


Mr. Editor—T hat the editor of the Portsmouth “ N. H. Observer,” for 
October 22d, may put his christian readers in extacy, he has lugged in an 
anonymous notice from the “ Christian Register,” of your periodical, and 
of the Free Press Association; in which the writer says, “ only one, 
(agent) I rejoice to learn, resides in the N. E. states; viz. Mr. John 
Webster, of Portsmouth, N. H ;” in order, I suppose, to append his note, 

saying ‘‘ we are happy in being able to state that Mr. W., referred to” 
above, finding, probably, the atmosphere of Portsmouth not sufficiently 
congenial with his principles and feelings, has removed from the town 
and the state; and is now, we believe, residing in New-Bedford, Mass. 
£d.” It may be in accordance with practical christianity to rejoice or 
feel happy at the wounded feelings of a most respectable, and particu- 
larly moral citizen, through that system of proscription, or as the priests 
call it, “ combining against the common enemy,” on the old catholie 
church principle of “hold no faith with heretics,” or do not trade with 
them, but force them. into hypocrisy, to save themselves and families 
from starving. Mr. W. told me himself, that his patronage from chris- 
tians, on account of his well known opinions, was so trifling (though he 
could appear as respectable as any in his business from his former accu- 
mulated resources whilst a christian, baving been for twenty years a me- 
thodist class-leader) as to cause him to leave his trade, profession, and 
the town, and embark in a business that would curtail the number of his 
christian patronizers. I wrote the above Portsmouth editor a letter, and 
enclosed him one of Mr. Carlile’s catalogues, to let him see the people of 
Portsmouth and its vicinity could have access to a more formidable dis- 
play of philosophical publications than Mr. Webster could accommodate 
them with; and that I should supply Mr. W.’s place as agent for ** the 
Correspondent,” &c. so you may ea icin me as such if you think 
proper. 

1 avail myself of this opportunity to inform the public, through the me- 
dium of your Correspondent, that I have lately received a full assortment 
of the publications of Mr. Richard Carlile, London, with sets of the 
“Lion” as far as No. 20, vol. Ist, at $7 per ann. in weekly numbers, 32 
pages octavo. The boldest of our Dover editors, the ‘‘Gazette,” dare, 
not insert a second advertisement for me, having refused me ; but, in- 
stead of which, has printed mé an address and catalogue, in which I 
have inserted your publications, 
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I am quite delighted with the Rev. Robert Taylor’s “Syntagma,” 
defence of his Christian Evidence Manifesto. It is a sueeapbilet that 
ought to be read by all Christians and Deists. After his very able ex- 
position of Dr. John Pye Smith’s “Answer to the Manifesto,” in 17 sec- 
tions—Ist, *‘ on the general evidence of the pretended genuinenessof the 
scriptures ; 2d, of acts and edicts for the alteration of the scriptures ; 3d, 
alteration of the Gospels in the reign of Anastisius ; 4th, on the assertion 
that Archbishop Lanfranc effected au alteration of the scriptures ; 5th, of 
the nature of various readings, and the inferences to be drawn from 
them ; 6th, on the story of the Rocket Maker; 7th, liberties taken with the 
scriptures, by Erasmus ; 8th, the origin and character of the text in the 
common editions of the Greek Testament ; 9th, immoral tendency of the 
scriptures ; 10th, un the prototypes, or first specimens and originals of the 
gospels ; 11th, proofs that no such person as Jesus Christ ever existed ; 
and of the imposture of the gospel history ; 12th, that the gospel nar- 
ratives are derived from the idolatrous fictions of India, Egypt, Greece 
and Italy ; 13th, the Indian Jesus Christ ; 14, the Egyptian Jesus Christ ; 
15th, the Phenician Jesus Christ ; 16th, the Athenian Jesus Christ; 17th, 
Histories of the demon Jesus antecedent to the received Gospels, and 
an appendix, or “ the great difficulty fairly stated.” -He says, ‘‘ we have 


shown the main story, and all the leading doctrines of Christianity, to 
have existed in the world many ages before the period which Christian- 
ity assigns as that of their first promulgation. Yet we charge the writ- 


ings of ‘the New Testament, in which that story and those doctrines are 
exhibited as betraying internal marks of an origin, modern, even in re- 
lation to that assigned period. Here is, indeed, a great difficulty. No 
candid Christian can deny that the New Testament contains innumera- 
ble passages which can by no possibility be conceived to have been writ- 
ten, either in, or any thing lik« near to the times to which they refer.— 
No candid unbeliever can deny that it also contains innumerable passa- 
ges and a general sketch, most clearly to be recognized entirely up to 
the times and in and at the times supposed. The passage which I here 
subjoin from [reneues, the first of all the Fathers who has mentioned the 
names of the four Evangelists, is, [ sincerely believe, the very strongest 
testimony in favor of the Christian evidences that 1 have ever met with. 
—If the Caristians, who seem generally to have held dexterity in forg- 
ing, the highest Christian accomplishment, have not forged this, or per- 
haps substituted the names of Mathew, Mark, Luke and John, for those 
which they found in the passage itself. ‘From the excellent ‘library of 
a friend (he says) I have collated the original text, which Lardner seems 
to have wanted for this passage.”” He then gives his “Solution of the 
dificulty.”” ‘* This drivisg up to the mark, drives beyond it. If we be- 
lieve the Fathers, we must believe them throughout. The very high 
antiquity of [reneus, as a disciple of Papi is, the disciple of St. John, 
proves the still higher antiquity of the various orders of heretics, whom 
he undertakes to refute: they must have been established—their tenets 
must have been extensively diffused. ‘The Gospels, therefore, of Math- 
ew, Mark, Luke and John, on which they founded their various sys- 
tems, had obtained authority and prevolence, long, very long before the 
tin.e which should suit with them ; and however modified, castigated, 

and ascribed tg other authorities, were really Pagan in their origin, and 
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were brought in by the Gnostics, Valentineans, Essenes, Therapute, and 
various other itinerant adventurers and travelling philosophers, from the 
sacred legends of the Hindoo, Phenicain and Grecian Mythologies — 
If we believe the testimony of the Fathers, we must abide the coclusions 
to which they eonduct us; yet one and all, from Tertullian in the 2nd, 
to Lactantius, in the 4th century, quote as genuine, those Sibylline ver- 
ses which related the whole story of Christ’s inearnation, death, resu- 
rection and miracles to Tarquinius Priscus, 717 years B.C., almost in 
the very words of the gospels. These verses, according to bishop Pear- 
son, actually exhibited an anigram of the whole Christian mythology, in 
the mystical word meaning a fish, the letters of which stand for Jesus 
Christ, the son of God—the saviour; and the christian Sozomen. was 
strengthened i in his faith by the authority of that Pagon Hexameter, 
““O wood most blessed! upon which God was stretched.”* 

“There can be no doubt, had the objects of Porphyry, Hiesocles, Celsus, 
and other enemies of the christian faith, been permitted to come down.to 
us, the plagiarism of the christian scriptures, from previously existing 
Pagan documents, is the specific charge that would have been brought 
against them. But these, as we have seen, were ordered to be burnt by 
the prudent piety of the christian emperors. In writings which, like those 
of Victor, (see p. 31) have by happy accident escaped, &c. 

And again, “ It is well known that the whole of ecclesiastical history 
must stand or fall with the eharacter of its great pillar, Eusebius. Will 
Lardner, after making admissions with respect to this great father of 
Christianity, little calculated to strengthen any man’s faith, stumbles at 
last upon the very door that would let out eve ry thing, but bangs it in 
our face, and is gone—'tis the blue chamber—the truth is there ! But 
here’s a peep through the key-hole. 

“Tt is wonderful, that Eusebius should think Philo’s Therapeute 
were Caeemiast, and 9 ‘ancient writings were our gospels and epis- 
tles !” (vol 2. p. 361.) No! itis not wonderful that he should think so— 
the wonder is that he aia have said so, A hundred thousand volumes 
are contained in that saying’s sense. Yours respectfully, 

Josern Lawren. 


DOUBTS OF INFIDELS. 


Concluded from page 345. 

25. It ismuch to be wished, that some of our spiritual directors, who have 
leisure time and large incomes, would be at the pains to rectify and ad- 
just to the standard of holy writ, the many errors and omissions of pro- 
fane historians. 

When Christ was baptized by John, the heavens were opened, and a 
voice was heard declaring his divine origin. Such a prodigy must have 
awakened the attention of all Judea ; yet we find the historians totally 
silent on the matter. [1 is strange, that the horrid massacre of the chil- 
dren, by the command of Herod should be totally unnoticed by Josephus, 


* Seealso how the christian father, Minucius Felix, taunts the Pagans :—‘“ You it is, 
ye Pagans, who worship a cross with a man upon it!” What desperate feols those 
agans must have been to worship a crucified thief! 
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and eyen by the evangelists, Mark, Luke, and John*. Matthew alone 
mentions it ; but his authority is fully sufficient to justify an interpolation 
(like many others) into the text of the other three evangelists, who are 
defective in that particular, It is well known with what-success the 
primitive Christians began the holy work of interpolating, forging, and 
altering profane histories; but as we believe their piety always prevented 
their meddling with the sacred text, notwithstanding the arguments of 
infidels who attempt to prove the contrary, these holy frauds have been 
found of infinite service in establishing the cause of Christianity. Why 
do we forbear to pursue their great and laudabie example? The mo- 
desty or the mistaken candour of these ancients} have allowed them to 
interpolate no more than one paragraph concerning Jesus into the text of 
Josephus. Would it not show our superior zeal, and be of infinite ser- 
vice to posterity, if some divine of the present age would incorporate the 
whole narrative of Matthew intothe same text? But, alas! the sneers 
of our adversaries, the unbelievers, have prevailed too much, and good 
works, like these, are now no more ! 
26. About eighteen centuries ago, (according to the prophecy of Christ 
and his apostle Paul,{) the sun was darkened, the moon ceased to give light 
and the stars fell from heaven ; the sign of the son of man was seen, the 
Jord himself descended from heaven with a shout, the trumpets of the arch- 
angels were heard, the dead in Christ arose, St. Paul and others of the 
elect, who were then living, were caught up in the clouds, went to meet 
the lord in the air, and have been with him ever since. It is truly as- 
tonishing, that a phenomenon so awful as the destruction of the system 
of nature should have made no interruption in the state of nations and 
affairs at that time, that all the historians should omit to record so dread- 
ful an event, nay, thatthey should survive it ; and that the primitive fa- 
thers should forbear to mention a circumstance which was so well calcu- 
lated to establish the Christian religion, and confute all the arguments 
of the Jews, heathens and unbelievers. When your lordships set about 
the great work of rectifying ancient histories, you will doubtless be care- 
ful to insert an account ef this tremendous occurrence ; for Christians 
can have no doubt but that it really happened, since it was so directly 
foretold both in time and circumstances, by Christ and his apostle Paul. 
27. The oracles of Delphos were obscure and capable of various inter- 
pretations, but the prophecies of sacred writ were also clear and obvious, 
they shine so bright by their own native lustre, that no one has ever pre- 
tended to doubt their divine origin, except those infidels who are unfor- 
tunately blinded by the too great suffusion of light, which the scriptures 
so continually emit, If the gift-of curing the blind be noi eutirely lost 
among the apostles of the present day, it must be Christian charity to 
describe the symptoms of their disorder, that your lordships may attempt 
the cure. These unfortunate people observe, that God said to Adam 


* If such an act of cruelty had been committed, it could not by any contrivance 
have been concealed ; and Josephus, the inveterate enemy of Herod, and many of the 
most impart’s! historians of the Romans, living at that period, would have taken care 
to record such a public act of barbarity on the part of Herod.—Eprror. 

t Josephus, de Antiq. Jud. lib. xviii. cap. 4. 


t Matt. xyi. 27. 28.—xxiv. 29, 34. Mark xiii. 24. 31. . Luke xxi 25, 33. 1 Thess: 
ty. 16, 17, 
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concerning the tree of knowledge of good and evil, (Gen. ii. 17) “ In 
the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die ;” he transgressed 
and, nevertheless, lived at least eight hundred years afterwards. They 
observe that the great evangelical prophet Isaiah, (Isaiah xiv. & xlv.) 
could foretel the downfall of Babylon by Cyrus, but could not tell the 
name of the Messiah, though his coming was an event of infinitely great- 
er consequence ; nay, they even charge him with a blunder, if we ad- 
mit the opinion, that Christ was intended by the names Mahet-shalal-hash- 
baz and Immanuel, (Isaiah viii.) since he was never called by them. But 
they impiously solve this difficulty, by affirming, that Isaiah might take the 
advantage of writing his prophecy concerning Cyrus after the events took 
place, but could not avail himself of the same pious cunning in the af- 
fair of the Messiah. And, in fact, we, the true believers, are in great 
want of evidence to overthrow their supposition. 'They demand, if the 
prophecies be so evident and clear, so different from those of the hea- 
thens, how happened it that the whole Jewish nation, then living, to- 
gether with the angel Gabriel, (Luke i. 32) should mistake, and sup- 
pose the kingdom of the Messiah to be temporal; and that it should not 
be discovered that his kingdom was not of this world, until his enemies, 
the unbelievers, had prevailed and sent him out of it? They ask, 
whether those inspired writers who prophesied concerning things of no 
consequence, as the thirty pieces of silver, and the casting lots for his 
garments, could not, with equal certainty, have predicted the more im- 
portant circumstances of his death and resurrection? In short, they beg 
to be shewn asingle prophecy concerning which divines are agreed, and 
desire to know why, in the days of gospel light, the great prophecy of 
John, the divine, should be more obscure and enigmatical than any which 
was written during the typical and shadowy dispensation of Moses? All 
which absurd questions your lordships will, no doubt, answer, over- 
throw, and expose in the most palpable manner, to the great joy of us 
weak Christians. 

28. How came it to pass, say our enemies, the cavillers and unbelievers, 
that Jesus, the son of God, should curse a fig-tree, (Matt. xxi. 18. Mark 
xi. 13, 20) for being without fruit in March; was he, by whom the 
world was made, (John i. 3) ignorant that it was not the season for 
figs ? They likewise demand, whether it was by design or mistake that 
he affirmed (John xii. 24) that wheat does not produce fruit unless it 
first die! If scripture was not meant to instruct philosophers, yet why 
should it mislead them? But though these infidels may please to as- 
sert, that wheat in our days is governed by laws directly contrary to these, 
as all naturalists indeed acknowledge, yet who can affirm that it was so 
1800 years ago? On the contrary, since these things are recorded in the 
sacred writings, we onghtto submit and believe that the system of nature 
is changed from what it was in ancient times. This event probably 
came to pass when the sun was darkened, and the stars fell from heaven, 
as mentioned in a former (Quest. 26) question. 

29. Your lordships, no doubt, will readily explain and settle the mys- 
terious disagreement between John the Baptist and Jesus Christ. (John 
i. 21) John being asked if he was Elias, answered I am not; but 
Jesus (Matt. xi. 14) affirms the contrary. Asa few of the Christians 
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have faith enough to believe that John was and was not Elias at the 
same time, a word or two of explanation would afford them infinite sa- 
tisfuction. Commentators in divinity can do miracles in the way of ex- 
plaining; but, unfortunately fur us, all other miracles have long ceased, 
though at no time so much wanted as at present. 

30. Out of forty gospels we receive four as canonical; the rest are 
the fruitful produce of that spirit of forgery which the Christian world 
has always been celebrated for. Their piety was indefatigable m burn- 
ing the books of the heretics and unbelievers, and the same piety was not 
sparing in furnishing apocryphal books. It is for the salvation of man- 
kind that Christians should prevail; and how can its propagation be 
advanced, and its dominion confimed, more than by preventing,the ar- 
guments against it from being exposed to view? Some may indeed pre- 
tend, that this mode of proceeding is tyrannical, and destructive of the 
rights of mankind; but we, the faithful, insist that it is zealous and po- 
litic. How cana man said to be injured, even if we allow that he is 
cheated into salvation, though perhaps against his will? Yet it will be 
doing a singular service to us weaker Chri-tians, if your lordships “0 
point out by what particular emanation of the holy spirit the church wa 
enabled to select the divine out of such a number of apocryphal iveitinge: 
Our enemies, the infidels, say, that time bas obliterated the primitive dis- 
putes on this ‘subject, and that the sanction of custom has confirmed the 
authority of the four gospels, which, so far from external and historical, 
have not even the eternal evidence of truth. They observe, that the 
gospel of Mark, though evidently an abridgment of that of Matthew, 
yet differs from it in many very material particulars ; that the grand cir- 
cumstance of the conspiracy by which Christ lost his hfe, is told diffe- 
rently and discordantly by all the four. They express the highest aston- 
ishment that the sending of Jesus to Herod by Pilate, should be related 
by Luke, and that the other three Evangelists should not only omit that 
occurrence, but relatethe proceedings in this affair so as entirely to ex- 
clude the possibility of its insertion. ‘They think it also impossible that 
an earthquake should rend rocks, and that many saints should arise from 
the dead, and go into the holy city, as Matthew relates: and yet that 
these great events should not only have escaped contemporary historians, 
but even the other three evangelists And to this they add, that it is 
particularly strange and amazing, that John, who was present at the 
crucifixion, (1 John xix. 26, 35) should not only forbear to mention any 
one of the terrible appearances recorded in Matthew on that oceasion, 
but that even the darkness of three hours duration, which must have made 
the most lasting impression on every indivdual in Judea, should also be 
by him totally unnoticed. 

31. The malevolence and incredulity of our adversaries, the unbe- 
lievers, are visible in nothing so much as the criticism they make on the 
resurrection. ‘They complain, and withsome. degree of reason, that this 
most miraculous and important event, instead of possessing that extra- 
ordinary and uncommonly clear evidence, which its incredible nature re- 
quires, bears, on the contrary, every mark of a forgery. Instead of 
Christ’s re-appearing to all the world, that the world might believe, he is 
said to have appeared to his disciples, who were the only men on earth 
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whose evidence could be exceptionable in the case—men who already 
engaged in the attempt of forming a sect or party,* could by no means 
be disinterested in their report—the only men on earth who could be sus- 
pected of forgery in the present instance. ‘These are the men, say our 
enemies, who were to preach Jesus Christ to the world, and to find argu- 
ments to support the fact, which Christ might have incontrovertibly es- 
tablished by appearing again in public. But the generation was unwor- 
thy of that condescension, we reply, which they wickedly parapbrase 
thus: *“ God, who desireth not the death of a sinner, left them in their 
sins, that they might die—God, who spared not his beloved son, but gave 
him to the bitterness of death, that sinners might be saved, chose, ne- 
vertheless, to deprive all mankind of the proper evidence of the resurrec- 
tion, because the Jews of that age were sinners!” Mercy is the charac- 
ter of the first act, but how shall we characterize the latter? Did the 
great and merciful Being act thus? Did he inspire four men to write 
the resurrection, (see the concluding chapters o! the four evangelists.)t 
which disagree with each other in almost every circumstance ?. Does his 
divine truth bear the resemblance of forgery and invention, that we 
may shew our faith and reliance on him, by making a sacrifice of our 
reason ; and believing by an act, not of the understanding but of the 
will? But why, O thou Supreme Governor! why hast thou given us 
reason, if reason be the accursed thing which we ought to cast from us? 
Or rather, is not reason the first and only revelation from thee ; and are 
not those enthusiasts accursed, who, promulgating vile systems unwor- 
thy of thee, find their base purposes are not to be accomplished, till they 
have first deprived us of thy best gift? 

These, my lords, are the reflections of infidels and believers; reflec- 
tions which our truly Christian zeal and detestation would have prevent+ 
ed us from repeating, if we had not been supported by a pleasing antici- 
pation of the glorious and satisfactory manner in w hich they will be an- 
swered, explained, and overthrown by your lordships, to the entire satis- 
faction ‘and conviction of us weak Christians. Not by persecution, pains, 
penalties, fines and imprisonment, otherwise the unbelievers will then 
sneeringly say, that your lordships are incapable of answering them, or, 
what is more unfortunate, that they are really unanswerable. 

Concluded. 


* Such as we behold even in the present enlightened day by that great prophetess, 
Johanna Southcote,and her followers, who are now deceiving the people of this king- 
dom with her prophecies.—Eprror. 

t The following are the chapters, with many others, which contain the most objec- 
tionable parts :—Genesis, chap. 16, 19, 20, 30, 34, 35, 38, 39. Leviticus, 15. Num- 
bers, 25, 31. Deuteronomy, 22, 23. Judges, 16, 19,21. 1 Samuel, 25. 2 Samuel, 
11, 48,16. 1 Kings, 11. 2 Kings, 9. Esther, 3. Songs of Solomon, 1—8. Eze- 
kiel, 4, 16, 22,23. Hosea, 1, 2, 3. 

The following are those chapters which contain instances of cruel and torturous ex- 
ecutions, and unrelenting vindictiveness :—Genesis, chap. 34. Numbers, 31. Joshua, 
8, 10. Judges, 4, 5,20,21 1 Samuel, 15. 2 Samuel, 12,21. 1 Kings,2. 2 Kings, 10. 

New Testament :—Epistle of Paul to the Romans, chap. i, Ver. 25-28. The First 
Epistle of Paul fo Timothy, chap. v. ver. 11, 
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NDBW-YORK, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1828. 


TO OUR PATRONS. 

As we are now approaching the third year of our editorial labours, we 
hope it will not be deemed intrusive if we should remind our patrons of 
the necessity of being punctual in fulfilling theirengagements. Our re- 
ceipts do not yet exceed the expenditure of our establishment, though 
we have every reason to believe that the period is not far distant when 
the amount of our subscriptions will afford us some renumeration for our 
exertions. 

The difficulties we have had to encounter in the management of a 
journal so unpopular as ours is, can only be imagined by those who 
have been placed in a similar situation. But amidst all that we have 
suffered through the machinations of the superstitionists—notwithstand- 
ing hope itself has sometimes become extinct, from the inadequacy of 
our pecuniary means, we have never entertained the idea of abandoning 
our post—never, for a single moment, felt a disposition te relax in our ef- 
forts to burst the fetters by which an arrogant and unprincipled priest~- 
hood has contrived to subjugate the human mind. And if our friends 
show, by their promptness in paying their subscriptions, that they are 
actuated by the same zeal which has led us, at all risks, to brave the fury 
of these spiritual tyrants, we entertain no doubt of being able to render 
their present pernicious influence completely abortive. 

It is known that the terms on which we publish the Correspondent are 
for country subscribers to pay one years subscription, and for those re- 
siding in town, siz months subscription, in advance, besides postage. 
Unless these terms are complied with, it must be evident that more is re- 
quired of us than 1s just. We now devote our time and talants gratui- 
tously to the cause: the least, therefore, that can be expected from those 
who feel interested in our prosperity, is to supply the means, which, by 
their engagements, they are bound to furnish, in order to enable us to 
proceed without embarassment. We should regret to be compelled to 
discontinue sending our paper to any of our subscribers ; but this will be 
unavoidable if they should appear indifferent as to its success. 











New Arrangement.—Having made arrangements by which we shall 
be enabled, on the commencement of the 5th vol. of the Correspondent, 
to publish it in Philadelphia on the same day it is published in New 
York, our subscribers in the former city, after the close of the present 
volume, will be supplied by our agent, Mr. Joun Turner, 134 Market 
st., instead of through the post office. 

Mr. Turner has for sale, complete sets of the Correspondent ; alse all 
the liberal publications sold at our office, without any additional charge 
for transportation, or otherwise. 


Paine’s Birth Day.—We would remind the friends of liberal princi- 
ples, that the anniversary of the birth of Mr. Paine (29th January) is 
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fast approaching. As we have reason to believe it will be celebrated with 
suitable eclat in other parts of the United States, besides this city, we are 
desirous of being furnished, as early thereafter as possible, with accounts 
of the proceedings, for publication in the Correspondent.—We hold the 
memory of no man in greater estimation than this benefactor of the hu- 
man race; and although his name has been attempted, by fanatics and 
knaves, to be branded with infamy, we are confident it will stand high in 
the annals of the world, when his traducers will be consigned to merited 
oblivion. 


General Association of Liberals—We are gratified in finding a wish 
almost universally prevaling, that the societies now forming, and alrea- 
dy formed, in different parts of the union, for the purpose of promoting 
the diffusion of liberal principles, should be distinguished by one name, 
significant, or indicative, of the particular object they contemplate. This, 
if adopted, would be attended with immense advantages. It would lead 
to the establishment of a chain of communication throughout the coun- 
try, by which an immediate intercourse with all liberal men would be 
formed—It would communicate strength to the separate societies, and 
it would effectually insure the standing of the individuals composing 
them. Such a measure would also present a formidable barrier to the 
future encroachments of the presthood, who are only emboldened in their 
efforts to maintain their pernicious ascendancy, by the want of concert 
in those engaged in exposing their deceptions. Although we have no 
predilection for any particular cognomen, yet as the Free Press Asso- 
ciation of this city, from the early stand which it took, and its present 
notoriety, has acquired what may be considered an established reputa- 
tion, not only in this country but in Europe, we are not aware that a 
more appropriate name, than that which it bears, can be used to desig- 
nate the- other associations maintaining the saine principles; and we 
are the more convinced of the propriety of adopting the words, Free Press 
Association, as a distinguishing title of all societies of liberals, that it 
has been generally approved of as unexceptionable. _ It is desirable, these 
suggestions should be promptly considered, and notice given of the for- 
mation of every new society, or of the adoption of the proposed title by 
existing societies, that the Unton, so desirable, and so well calculated to 
promote the prosperity of the cause, may be speedily effected. 


Mechanics’ Free Press.—This is the title of a journal of practical and 
useful knowledge, published weekly at Philadelphia. Itis edited by « 
committee of the Mechanics’ Library in that city—is replete with valua- 
ble matter, and ought to be in the hands of every mechanic in the Uni- 
ted States who is desirous of acquiring correct information as to his true 
interests, and of the means of asserting and maintaining them. As this 
work, which has reached the 49th no. has been established for the sole 

of promoting the emancipation of the human mind, we have 
cheerfully and gratuitously accepted the agency for this city, and will be 
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glad to receive and forward subscribers’ names to the publishers. The 
terms are $2 per annum, payable quarterly, in advance—The numbers al- 
ready published may be seen at our office. 


PRIESTLY ASCENDENCY 

We do not recollect of having perused a more { faithful exposition of 
the ascendency which the prie esthood has obtained over thé people of 
this country, than what is preseuted in the following extract of a let- 
ter, dated Utica, June the 20th, 1828, purporting to be written by a gen- 
tlemen lately settled in that village, to his friend in England, and pub- 
lished in the “ Utica Sentinel and Gazette” of the 25th November last : 

“ The great leading feature of the American character, is in religion. 
Would you, would any person in England, suppose they were priest- 
ridden, or that priests had any craft here ? 

“The great leading sects, are the presbyterians, the. particular bap- 
tists, and the methodists: though supporting different causes, yet they 
all unite to suppress iniquity and fetter the mind. 

“ The only controversy allowed to be harmless, is on the mode and 
subjects of baptism, free-will, and the extent of the favour of God to 
his creatures, which have been so often canvassed as to lose all novelty, 
and served to prejudice the mind against farther inquiry, or even discus- 
sion. Hence, books of controversy are but few, and little known, and 
discouraged by ministers. Joining of churches is much encouraged, and 
is even, I do assure you, grown very popular. 

‘“*The presbyterian churches have the highest steeples, and are the 
most elegant; they are joined by the capitalists, the merchant, the rich, 
and the great, who fill the uppermost seats in the synagogue, literally, 
and wht listen with attention to the sermons of their ministers at least 
twice on the Sabbath, (as they effect to cal} Sunday.) I believe it is a 
truism, verified by observation, that the more rigidly the forms of religion 
are uttendad to, the less there is of the power, and in order to appear re- 
ligious before men, forms only can be had recourse to; and those who 
excel in forms, are supposed to excel in religion and piety. 

“ The going to hear two sermons on the Sabbath is not enough to gain 
the attention of themselves or their neighbours, but the mind must be 
called to something, as a stimulus, every day. Hence arose Sabbath 
schools, missionary societies of various classes, and to every nation, bible 
societies, societies against drunkenness, societies against the profanation 
of the Sabbath, &c. &e. ; ; to all of which, to be subscribers largely, to 
hear the sermons preached, to attend meetings, to hear reports, (much 
exaggerated) are all very popular, and are much esteemed men. At 
these meetings, the influence of the ministers is astonishing, and they 
know it; they combine together to get them up, to produce all the effect 
they can, and the collections are so large. they form funds of immense 
magnitude, all at and the sole disposal and management of the minis- 
ters, in whom most implicit confidence is placed. They have itinerant 
preachers, who they call revival preachers, and who, by noise and long 
prayers, and long sermons, and threats of eternal fire and brimstone. 
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work on the fears of their hearers, and make them really serious, and 
who never fail to recommend to all their hearers, the great virtue of be- 
longing to societies, and aiding to thegutmost with their substance, to the 
blessed work.- ° 

“Two years ago, a Mr. Finney came to Utica, and as I am creditably 
informed, cast a gloom over the whole village, to that extent, that the 
merchants in mid-day shut up their stores, and held prayer meetings 
from store to store, At Troy, the uproar was alarming ; one pious colored 
woman said she wondered what had come to all the ministers, they swore 
and took God’s name in vain so much in the pulpit ! 

“This spring, certain enthusiasts took it into their heads, that the Sab- 
bath was profaned by the running of stage coaches and tow boats, on 
that day. A meeting of the faithful was called at Auburn, by adver- 
tisement, to consider the crying sin of Sabbath-breaking. ‘The reli- 
gious newspapers echoed it and re-echoed, the ministers prayed and 
preached on it, and a society was formed, who took on themselves the 
task of making a man worship his Maker once a week. 

‘**'The members were capitalists; they addressed circulars to all coach 
masters, and tow-boat captains, on the vengeance they were bringing 
on themselves and their country, by such abominations, and then threat- 
ened them, if they did not cease to run on the lord’s day, they would es- 
tablish opposition lines which would be encouraged by all their friends, 
and end in ruin to their present establishments, saying the great battle 
between the church and the world must be fought. ‘The coachmasters 
answered in all the newspapers, their respect for the Sabbath, and the 
evil which would ensue, were they to lie by on that day: that idlers in 
the streets would be increased, and taverns and groceries filled ; that 
those who were disposed not to travel on Sunday, might stop anywhere, 
now, and concluded by offering the society all their concern, coaches, 
horses, and ‘all, by fair valuation, and then they might rest on the Sab- 
bath if they chose 

“ These liberal offers did not suit the society, but new lines of stages are 
now building, and will soon come into operation, although the society 
say in all their addresses, ‘tour weapons are not carnal, but spiritual !”’ 

** The ministers boast they can influence the presidential question, any 
time, by the votes they can bring on the side they choosed, and are re- 
ally aiming to have a law passed, that no person shall hold any office in 
the government, even the presidency, who is not a member of some 
church ; they, in fact, aim at establishing their fraternity by law, or, in- 
deed, having an established religion. This idea is so much fostered in 
the villages (like Utica, for example,) the priests inculcate the duty of vo- 
ting only for pious persons, to fillthe offices of magistrates, &c. and which 
is too often successful: a proof of the domination of priests, too plain 
to be controverted.” 


Free Press Association —The meetings are now held in the ecommo- 
dious hall attached to the Marlborough hotel, corner of Bowery and 
Hester st. On Sunday (to-morrow) the 2Ist inst. a theological lec- 
ture will be delivered at 3 o’clock, P. M. 


Lay warrant att pie arer cay. ee 
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EDUCATION.—MINERVA INSTITUTION. 
No. 159 MOTT-STREET, (NEAR BROOME,) 
Under the Inimediate Direction and Sugperintendance of Misses Houston and Hall: 


This Institution is now open for the reception of pupils. The principals assure theit 
friends and the public, that no pains will be spared to render this establishment equal to 
any Institution of the kind in this city. 

The general course of instruction will embrace Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Gram- 
mar, Geography, Rhetoric, Astronomy with the use of the Globes, Botany, Natural Philo- 
sophy, Ancient, Modern, and Natural History ; the French Language, Music, Drawing, 
Velvet Painting, and Needle Work in all its branches. 

Scientific Lectures will be delivered occasionally. 

+}t Terms made known on application at the School. 


‘"FREE PRESS TRACT FUND. 

The object contemplated by creating this fund, is to counteract the demoralizing 
effect which the circulation of religious tracts must have on the community. By 
sending forth writings of a nature suited to open the eyes of the world to the a 

ctised upon them—to give birth to reflection, and to lead to a rational train of think- 
ing—it is not doubted but that one liberal tract, while it will be read far more-exten- 
sively, will have a more powerful effect in rendering mankind better and happier, 
than ten thousand of those religious productions, with which the country is inundated, 
and which, there is every reason to believe; are loathed by four fifths of the in 
habitants. : 

Subscribers of $1, will be entitled to 1000 pages; being ten pages for one cent 

A donation of $10 will entitle the donator to 500 pages annually, during life. A 
donation of $5, to 250 pages annually, during life. 

Orders to be addressed to the agent, Mr. GEORGE HOUSTON, Free Press Tract 
Depository, 6 William-street New-York. 


AGENTS FOR THE CORRESPONDENT. 
Philadelphia, Pa. Mr. John Turner. Cincinnati, O. Mr. Robert L. Jennings. 
Paterson, N. J. Mr. Robert Chiswell. Kendal, O. Mr. Matthew Macey. 
Red Hook, N. Y. Erastus Marshal. Dover, N. H. Joseph Lawton. 
Utica, N. ¥. D. J. Morris. Hudson. N. Y. Moses Younglove. 
Salina, N. Y. J. Curtis. Wilmington, De. Henry Heald. 
Geddisburg, N. ¥. R. S. Orvis. Rochester, N. Y. E. Geddens. 
Laurenceburg, In. J. Perceval. Syracuse, N. Y. Joseph Savage. 

The friends of liberal principles throughout the United States, are respectfully re. 
quested to dcecept of the Agency of the Correspondent. Three volumes are now 
completed, and setts can be had from the commencement, at the original Subserip- 
tion price, [$1 50, a volume.] 

The following works are sold at the Office of the Correspondent : 


Ecce Homo; or a Critical Inquiry into the History of Jesus of Nazareth, 12mo. bds. 
75 cents—bound and gilt, $1. 

Voiney’s Ruins or Empires ; with the Law or Nature ; a new translation, with 
plates, 8vo, bound and gilt, $1 25. 

Acer or Reason, pocket edition, with plates, 37 1-2 cents. 

Tue Gop or THE Jews ayy Curistians ; embellished with a correct likeness—25 
cents. 

View of the Metaphysical and Physiological Arguments in favor of Materialism—25 
cents. 

The Scripture Doctrine of Materialism—25 cents. 

*.*In the Press, and shortly will be published, Voltaire’s Philosophical Diction- 
ary, in one volume, 12mo. embellished with a portrait of the author 


The CORRESPONDENT is published by GEORGE HOUSTON, & CO., at 
‘No. 6 William-street, nearly opposite Beaver-street, at THREE DOLLARS per antium, 
in advance. 


Grorce Hovusros; Jr., Printer, No. 159 Mott-street, near Broome. 
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